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- .I' PEACHES: Canned
peaches make this dessert a snap
to whip up, and it’s good enough to
serve to guests.

Ingredients

2 (29-ounce) cans sliced peaches, drained
1/3 cup flour

1/3 cup packed brown sugar

1/3 cup quick or old-fashioned oats

Heat oven to 375 degrees. Place peaches in a
shallow 2-quart baking dish. In a large bowl,
combine flour, brown sugar, oats, walnuts
and cinnamon; mix well. Add butter and mix
until crumbly. Sprinkle mixture over peaches.
Bake 30 minutes or until golden.
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There is a well-kept secret
among Zinfandel lovers in
Napa, Calif. Tucked away in
the St. Helena neighborhood of
renowned Cabernet producers
is Charter Oak Winery, a tiny
artisan producer of hand-crafted
Zins. Owner Rob Fanucci has a
reverence for Zinfandel and is
committed to the pursuit of qual-

ity. He resides in an area where
Zinfandel is rarely discussed in
public. Fanucci inherited Charter
Oak along with the craft of wine-
making from his grandfather, Guidu Rag-
ghianti, who continued to make wine until
the mature age of 98. Today, Fanucci uses the
same wine press, large redwood bats and
tools originally used by his grandfather. As a
boy, he recalls being fascinated by the color
and aromas of freshly crushed grapes and
the sweet grape must it produced. Fanucci
has inherited an enthusiasm and talent for
winemaking, which he has translated into
crafting Zinfandel’s with character and
personality.

As a transactional attorney by profession,
Fanucci’s relationships with his clients have
helped him identify some of the best vine-
yard sources for his winery. His friendship
with winemakers such as Louis Martini al-
lowed him access to a small 2-acre parcel of
coveted Monte Rosso hillside vineyard fruit.
There are 3 Zinfandels in Charter Oak’s port-
folio. Along with the Monte Rosso bottling,
there is the Robert Fanucci Estate Napa Val-
ley Zinfandel, produced from a 1-acre parcel
behind the winery, and the Zin Mind made
from the second crop of fruit sourced from a

DeVine Wine
Winery's Zinfandels are hidden gems

§0-year-old vineyard in St. Helena. Fanucci’s
wife, Layla, is also an accomplished profes-
sional and cityscape artist who incorporates
her works on the labels of the Zin Mind.

Fanucci has added an Old Vine Petite
Sirah and Mt. Veeder Cabernet to his list of
achievements as he continues to contour the
identity of Zinfandel. Charter Oak wines
are currently on niche wine lists of many
well-known restaurants and retailers around
the country. Its production is a miniscule 700
cases per year.

The 2011 Charter Oak Monte Rosso
Zinfandel is sourced from 120-year-old
Zinfandel plantings grown in the red vol-
canic soils of Mayacamas Mountain. The
wine is unfined, unfiltered and produced
from native yeasts in the vineyard. The ruby
reflection of this Zinfandel suggests an
underlying elegance that is expressed in
all of the wines from this historic vineyard.
The heady fragrance of fresh baking spices,
earth and anise are unmistakable evidence
of its pedigree. This wine is described
as the “wild child” because of the “wild
cherry pie” overtones, which are noticeably
intertwined with some cracked pepper and
briary raspberry flavors. Although this wine
is approachable now, it is sure to have a long
and graceful future.

Suggested Retail: $47.99

W, Peter Hoyne has been a wine journalist for
over 20 years, covering stories of national and
International significance. While his professional
relationships in the wine industry have allowed
him to share a unique perspective of wine, he
Is also intrigued by the culinary aspect and
harmony that exist between wine and food. As
a wine advocate, he is committed to consumer
education and is focused on upcoming trends
and American wine-buying habits.

HEAT AND EAT:
Warm the leftover lamb
(see recipe Page 2) and

serve with any type of
mashed potatoes. Buy or
make your own brown
gravy to accompany the
meal. Add any leftover
carrots to frozen mixed
vegetables to brighten
the plate; season with a
little butter. Serve with
crusty rolls. Offer leftover
Cherry Dream (see recipe
Page 6) for dessert.
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